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has been a lecturer at seminars sponsored by 
a number of agencies and organizations and 
has written numerous articles appearing in a 
variety of national publications. Throughout 
his career, Judge Restrepo has stood out as 
an exceptional role model for community in-
volvement and civic participation. He has 
devoted his time and expertise to a variety 
of boards and commissions as well as the 
Eastern District prisoner reentry program. 

The HNBA’s due diligence process has con-
firmed that Judge Restrepo’s integrity, 
knowledge of the law, breadth of professional 
experience, and intellectual capacity make 
him well suited to sit as a federal appellate 
judge. Accordingly, it is with great pride 
that we have the privilege of endorsing the 
Honorable Luis Felipe Restrepo and rec-
ommend his confirmation to serve as a Judge 
on the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us at the HNBA National Office at 
(202) 223–4777, or you may contact Cynthia D. 
Mares directly at (720) 314–1295 or by e-mail 
at president@hnba.com, if we can be of any 
further assistance. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

CYNTHIA D. MARES, 
HNBA National President. 

ROBERT RABEN, 
Chair, HNBA Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I know 
the time for the vote is upon us. 

Have the yeas and nays been ordered? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. They 

have not. 
Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and 

nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
Mr. LEAHY. I yield back all time, 

and I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, all time is yielded back. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
Luis Felipe Restrepo, of Pennsylvania, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Third Circuit? 

The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. COATS), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON), the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
FRANKEN), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 82, 
nays 6, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 1 Ex.] 

YEAS—82 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—6 

Blunt 
Inhofe 

Lee 
Risch 

Sessions 
Shelby 

NOT VOTING—12 

Cassidy 
Coats 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Franken 
Graham 
Isakson 
Rubio 

Sanders 
Scott 
Stabenow 
Vitter 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative action. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Happy new year. 
Nothing says ‘‘Happy new year’’ like 
the ‘‘Time to Wake Up’’ speech, so I 
will kick off 2016 with my year-opener 
‘‘Time to Wake Up’’ speech recapping 
some of last year’s climate change 
milestones. 

They say you only get one chance to 
make a first impression, and the first 
impression Senate Republicans chose 
to make in 2015 was to use their first 3 
weeks of floor time—3 full weeks of 
precious floor time—to help a foreign 
oil company’s tar sands pipeline. Even 
though it meant the government con-
demning American farms, even though 
the President was sure to veto it, that 
was their opener. 

By the end of the year, things had 
changed. The Republican leader was 
burying the votes against the Clean 
Power Plan deep in the news of the ter-
rible Paris massacres and collapsing 
votes together to minimize floor time 
on this issue. The Republican majority 

opened 2015 with a big oil bang but 
crept out of the year with a whimper. 

Things indeed changed in 2015. Of 
course, the scientific evidence contin-
ued to show that fossil fuel pollution 
was damaging our environment and our 
oceans and our economy. And 2015 was 
record-setting hot. This chart from No-
vember shows that 2015 is on track to 
being the hottest year globally since 
we began keeping records in 1880. We 
can see that the 2015 running monthly 
global temperature average is above 
the 6 next warmest years on record in 
every month for which data is avail-
able. 

The Director of NASA’s Goddard In-
stitute for Space Studies estimates the 
probability of 2015 being the hottest on 
record at better than 99 percent. He has 
labeled 2015 a ‘‘scorcher.’’ But that 
won’t be official until later this month. 
It is no fluke. 

The World Meteorological Organiza-
tion reports the recent 5-year period— 
2011 to 2015—as the warmest 5-year pe-
riod on record, and 2015 was the first 
year where monthly global average 
carbon dioxide concentrations exceeded 
400 parts per million, and it did so for 
more than 3 months. Bear in mind that 
for as long as human beings have been 
on this planet Earth, we have existed 
safely in a range of 170 to 300 parts per 
million. We are outside of that by al-
most the entire range, and we know 
this from ice cores which contain tiny 
bubbles of ancient atmospheres. I saw 
those ice cores last October at Ohio 
State University. World-renowned at-
mospheric scientists, the husband-and- 
wife team Dr. Ellen Mosley Thompson 
and Dr. Lonnie Thompson, worked for 
years to retrieve cores from around the 
world and to test the ancient air cap-
tured inside. The lesson of these cores 
is that humans have fundamentally al-
tered the chemistry of the Earth’s air 
and that our greenhouse gas emissions 
are rapidly altering our climate. Sci-
entists now say that we have so altered 
the Earth as to consider ourselves in a 
new geologic epoch, the Anthropocene. 

In 2015, the oceans kept shouting at 
us to wake up. Throughout 2015, evi-
dence continued to document our 
oceans warming, rising, and acidifying. 
And 2015 brought the first nationwide 
study assessing the vulnerability of 
America’s $1 billion shellfish industry 
to ocean acidification, documenting 
the risk to 15 coastal States, such as 
Louisiana, Texas, Maine, and Rhode Is-
land. 

The Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences in October re-
ported on climate change’s threats to 
fish integral to human diets, predicting 
a dramatic collapse in the world’s larg-
est ecosystem, our oceans. The great 
corrupt denial machine the fossil fuel 
industry supports never talks about 
oceans. The machine doesn’t care 
about evidence; it is just an obstacle to 
their fossil fuel PR campaign. They 
just want to create phony doubt. But 
since there is not much room for doubt 
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